Name ______________________________ Date _________ Period ________

Chapter 12 Section 1: Two Great Dynasties in China

Look at page 286:  Answer the following questions.

1. Which item would be the most useful to a society that currently has none of the items and why?


2. Which of the items would most improve the quality of life?


3. Which might be the most profitable?

4. What benefits and drawbacks might there be to introducing the item into your society?

Fill in the outline to complete a study guide for Ch 12 AS YOU READ.

I. The Tang Dynasty Expands China - Sui dynasty built foundation for achievements of Tang Dynasty

a. Tang Rulers Create a Powerful Empire – ruled for 300 years (618-907 C.E.)
i. Tang Taizong – 1st Tang emperor- took over through

ii. Wu Zhao was known for – 


b. The Tang achievements are

c. Scholar-Officials – 
d. The Tang Lose Power – mid 700s, could not cover costs even with high taxes and could not control empire

i. Battle of Talas – Arabs defeat Chinese on western frontier and the Tang dynasty ended when

II. The Song Dynasty Restores China – __________________ names himself first Song emperor; lasts from 960-1279.  This is a smaller China, as Song were never able to re-conquer:


a. Southern Song Dynasty – flee south after tribute to the Jurchen (tribe of the north) does not keep peace; thrive at capital of Hangzhou; rich in trade

III. An Era of Prosperity – China grows in population, trade, wealth, new ideas, and artistic achievements during Tang and Song dynasties

a. Evaluate the significance of 3 Science and Technology Innovations
b. List advancements in Agriculture and why they are significant
c. Trade and Foreign Contacts – Chinese become great sea power.  
i. The Chinese were trading with


ii. Chinese trade and transportation were facilitated with the invention of:


d. A Golden Age of Art – poetry and Daoist-influenced paintings

IV. Changes in Chinese Society – civil service system most important way to social advancement

a. Levels of Society:

i. Gentry – 

ii. Urban middle class –

iii. Lower Urban society – 

iv. Peasants – 

b. Status of Women – Women’s status further declined during Tang and Song Dynasties; foot-binding (“lily-foot”); reflected wealth as husband could afford beautiful but impractical wife

