Name:___________________________________
Warring States Period in China:  A time of discord and fighting over the rule of China.  There were 2 major approaches to how to create order and peace in society.  Which do you think would be more effective?

	Legalism:   From Britannica.com
	Confucianism:   From Pearson Textbook

	Legalism, school of Chinese philosophy that attained prominence during the turbulent Warring States era (475–221 bce) and, through the influence of the philosophers Shang Yang, Li Si, and Hanfeizi, formed the ideological basis of China’s first imperial dynasty, the Qin (221–207 bce).

The Legalists believed that political institutions should be modeled in response to the realities of human behavior and that human beings are inherently selfish and short-sighted. Thus social harmony cannot be assured through the recognition by the people of the virtue of their ruler, but only through strong state control and absolute obedience to authority. The Legalists advocated government by a system of laws that rigidly prescribed punishments and rewards for specific behaviors. They stressed the direction of all human activity toward the goal of increasing the power of the ruler and the state. The brutal implementation of this policy by the authoritarian Qin dynasty led to that dynasty’s overthrow and the discrediting of Legalist philosophy in China.


	Philosophy of Confucianism:  Confucianism tries to ensure social order and good government for all people.

5 Relationships that will increase Social Harmony:  Everyone needs to accept their place in society and do their best to help others keep peace and order.
Values of Confucianism:

· Filial Piety:

According to Confucius, how should a ruler provide good government?

According to Confucius, how should subjects be good citizens?




Which philosophy do you agree with for government?  Why?
