Columbian Exchange and Global Trade

I. Columbian Exchange-Global transfer of foods, plants, and animals during the colonization of the Americas
A. Products brought to Europe that had never been seen before

1. Tomatoes, squash, pineapple, tobacco, chocolate, turkey


2. Most important products=Corn and Potatoes

a. rich in nutrients they led to increased populations




b. Became major part of European and Asian diet

B. Products brought to the Americas

1. Horses, cattle, sheep, pigs



2. Bananas, peas, yams (From Africa)



3. Wheat, rice, barley, oats

C. Negative Trades



1. Disease kills millions of Native Americans

2. Trafficking of humans leads to the death and mistreatment of millions of Africans and Native Americans

II. Global Trade

A. Rise of Capitalism=an economic system based on private ownership and Investment of resources for profit



1. People other than govt.’s become very wealthy

2. Merchants invest and reinvest their wealth growing business across Europe



3. More $$=inflation

B. Joint-Stock Companies



1. Investors buy shares of stock in a company

2.Investors don’t put as much in and therefore don’t lose as much if the company fails

III. Growth of Mercantilism=The idea that a country’s power depends mainly on its wealth
A. Money buys what countries need



1. Navies to protect trade and colonies



2. Purchase goods for survival such as food

B. Goals of all nations is to gain as much wealth as possible

1. Two ways to increase wealth and power




a. Obtain as much gold and silver as possible

b. favorable balance of trade-sell more goods than you buy
2. Nations want to become self sufficient, so they don’t need to depend on other countries for goods

3. Colonies fueled mercantilism




a. Provided gold and silver

b. Provided raw materials for industry that can’t be found at home




c. Provided markets for finished goods.

