HA Examining the Reign of Qin Shi Huang Di
Unification of China

· ____________________ declared himself emperor of China in 221 BCE, after conquering and united the independent rival states of the region

· He ended _________________ and replaced it with a ____________ government bureaucracy

· The empire of China was divided into 36 ____________________, each overseen by three officials and a judge, who enforced the ____________________ of the emperor.

· Under the emperor’s legislation, all ____________________ from rival regions were confiscated and melted down

· Ex-feudal lords and their families were ____________________ to the capital city of Xianyang, where the emperor could keep watch over their activities and ________________.

Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to unite China make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.
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Standardization of Chinese Culture

· Prior to the reign of Qin Shi Huang Di, each region of China had its own ________________, ________________, measures and weights, and ________________ systems.

· Qin Shi Huang Di _____________________the Chinese writing system by reducing it to 3,300 characters, which improved _____________________.

· The emperor chose the number _____ as the basis for measurements, and standardized all _____________________.

· Qin Shi Huang Di replaced the various regional _____________________with the banliang, a coin made of gold or bronze that could be carried on a cord through the hole in its center.

· A unified system of _____________________was created to regulate behavior in the empire; everyone (rich, poor, noble, peasant) was punished _____________________under the law. _____________________included forced labor, whippings, amputations, and beheadings.
Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to standardize Chinese culture make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.
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The Book Burnings

· Qin Shi Huang Di’s _____________________views were in direct conflict with the views of _____________________scholars, who believed that virtuous rulers could encourage morality among their subjects without enforcing _____________________laws.

· Li Si, a trusted court official, advised _____________________the Confucian books and _____________________the scholars who continued to discuss _____________________ philosophy in public.

· Qin Shi Huang Di executed 460 scholars in 214 BCE, and forced others (including his eldest son) to work on the building of the _____________________.

Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to end opposition make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.
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The Building of the Great Wall

· Workers were forced to build the Great Wall under _____________________.

· The Great Wall was constructed over _____________________and other rough terrain.

· The eastern half of the Great Wall was made of _____________________, the western half of packed dirt.

· The Great Wall was about _____________________and its base was 15 to 30 feet thick.

· Qin Shi Huang Di ordered his general Meng Tian to _____________________and extend walls built in northern China centuries before his reign.

· At least 300,000 ____________________—including soldiers, peasants, disgraced government officials, and convicted criminals—labored for over 10 years to build the Great Wall.

· Workers were forced to labor through the winter and summer, and many __________________________from the extreme heat and cold.

· Scholars estimate that tens of thousands of people _____________________while building the 1500-mile-long Great Wall.

· Despite its size, the Great Wall did not keep _____________________ out of China; the ________________ invaded in the 3rd century CE, and ruled the north of China for more than 200 years.

Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to protect China’s northern border make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.
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The Emperor’s Death and Burial

· Qin Shi Huang Di was terrified of ________________and desired to be ________________.

· The emperor consulted with _____________________, who advised him to hide from _____________________ and drink _____________________to ensure everlasting life

· Qin Shi Huang Di died unexpectedly at the age of __________.

· Work began on Qin Shi Huang Di’s _____________when he inherited the throne at age _____.

· Approximately 700,000 workers built the tomb, which covered _____________________ within Mount Li.

· Many tomb workers were _____________________ with the emperor because the emperor’s son did not want _____________________to learn of the tomb’s _____________________.

· Ancient writings report that the tomb contained an underground _____________________, rivers and seas of mercury, precious jewels, and other rare objects.

Did the Emperor of Qin’s efforts to become immortal make him an effective ruler? Mark your answer with an X on the spectrum below.
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Processing Activity

Create a report card in your notebook to evaluate the reign of China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang Di. Give the first emperor a letter grade—A, B, C, D, or F—and a corresponding written explanation for each topic.

	Item
	Grade
	Explanation

	Balancing power among the regions of China
	
	

	Unifying the various aspects of Chinese culture
	
	

	Encouraging the exchange of ideas and opinions
	
	

	Supporting the arts
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