Imperialism

I. Imperialism- seizure of a country or territory by a stronger country


A. Caused in part by industrialization



1. 



2. Countries need new markets to sell their goods to


B. European Countries seized lands in areas they considered weak



1. 
II. Africa before European Domination


A. Africa is a diverse continent



1. 



2. A variety of tribal religions, Islam, and Christianity



3. 



4. Political units large and small (from empires to villages)


B. Africa was largely uncontrolled by Europeans prior to the 1800’s



1. Large African armies prevented Europeans from takeover


2.



3. Europeans were afraid of diseases such as malaria



4. 
III. Driving Forces of Imperialism


A. Industrialization-search for new markets/raw materials


B. Belief in European Superiority



1. 



2. Racism-belief that one race is superior to another




a. 

b. Europeans consider non-Europeans to be lower b/c they don’t have the same technological and scientific advancements as European


c. Europeans felt it to be their duty to bring progress and civilization to 



non-European countries

C. European advantages over Africa


1. 


2. Steamships, railroads, cable communication=easier to control far away

3. 


4. Europeans take advantage of African diversity by playing groups against 


each other
IV.  The Division of Africa


A. Berlin Conference called to make rules for the division of Africa (1884-1885)



1. 

2. Decided any European country could lay claim to Africa as long as they notify the other nations of their claim and demonstrate control over the area




3. 



4. No African ruler were present at the conference


B. Africa is a great source of natural materials



1. 

2. Agriculture-Rubber, cocoa, peanuts, and palm oil plantations supplant local subsistence farms
V. Three Groups Clash Over South Africa


A. The Dutch Boers (Farmers or Afrikaners) came in 1600’s 


B.  


C. Native South Africans especially the Zulu


D. In the end the British win a “total war” including guerilla tactics, destruction


of property and imprisonment of Boer women, children, and black South Africans

VI. Ways Europeans Controlled African Colonies


A. Forms of imperialism



1. 



2. Protectorate-Country or territory with its own internal govt. but under the 



control of a foreign power



3. Sphere of Influence-An area in which an outside power claims exclusive 



control over investment or trading privileges


B. Methods of Management



1. 




a. Local government officials are used




b. 




c. govt. institutions based on European styles with local rules




d. 



2. Direct Control (preferred by France, Germany, and Portugal)




a. foreign officials brought in to rule




b. 




c. no self-rule




d. 
VII. African Resistance


A. all attempts at resistance fail except one, Ethiopia


B.
VIII. Legacy of Colonial Rule


A. Negative Effects



1. Africans lost control over their land and independence



2. 



3. Starvation caused by European switch to cash crops/plantation system



4. 



5. Artificial boundaries cause conflicts between different ethnic groups to the



modern day


B. Positive Effects



1. Reduction of local warfare in some areas



2. 



3. Economic expansion in Africa

