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End of the French Revolution:  What events helped to stop the insanity?
With Robespierre dead, the terror ends, and the Directory (5 leaders ruling together) is in charge

France is still warring internally and externally

· Napoleon fights off royalists coming into France

· He is elected to lead forces against Austria, Britain and Russia

· He experiences tremendous successes in Europe, taking land for France

Directory is not doing well in France- losing power

· Napoleon takes control of the gov’t as a dictator

· Coup d’état- seize power suddenly

Napoleon as leader:

· Collects taxes well- a.k.a. France is not broke

· Sets up school system in France, Lycees (boys only)

· Brought back the church, but with no political powers

· New law code, Napoleonic Code
Women are still not regarded as much of anything even after the revolution for rights.

1803- sells Louisiana purchase to America

1804- Napoleon crowns himself emperor- put the crown on his own head- more powerful than the church??
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The little man has some BIG successes conquering Europe 
Collapse of an Empire

I. Napoleon's Mistakes


A. Continental System-Naval blockade of Britain 

1. Killed commercial & industrial economy of England 

2. Ineffective blockade, even Napoleon's allies don't always follow it

3. Britain's stronger navy made a counter blockade that was effective

C. Napoleon Invades Russia

1. Napoleon invaded Russia because it refused to stop trading with Britain

2. Russians retreated from Napoleon, burned all the field, and killed all animals in his path.
3. Russia eventually burned Moscow, refusing to allow Napoleon to have it

4. Napoleon turned back towards France & was mercilessly attacked in the cold by Russian soldiers

5. Out of 422,000 soldiers Napoleon returned with only 10,000 killed by exhaustion, hunger, & cold

II. The End of Napoleon


A. The powers of Europe united against Napoleon


B. The untrained French Army was easily defeated


C. March of 1814, Paris was captured

D. April 1814, Napoleon surrendered and was banished to Elba Island off Italy

E. Napoleon escaped & made a triumphant return to France & became emperor 

F. Britain & its allies attacked & defeated Napoleon & he was sent to a remote island in the South Atlantic where he died of a stomach ailment

