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River Valley Civilizations

Comparison Chart

	River Valley Civilizations
	Main Social

Classes
	Government and Religion
	Impact of Environment
	Culture, Art and Architecture
	Roles of Men and Women
	Major Achievements 

	Mesopotamia/

Fertile

Crescent

(Sumer)

3500-3000 BCE

pp. 27-32


	
	Govt – monarchy

City-state-

Religion-polytheistic-
	Rivers-

Disadvantages-
	Cuneiform-

Scribe-

Ziggurat-

Artisan-
	
	

	Egypt

3000-2000 BCE

pp. 33-39


	
	Autocracy-

Theocracy-

Polytheistic-
	River-

Delta-
	Pyramid-

Hieroglyphics-

Papyrus-

Geometry-
	
	

	Indus

2500-1750 BCE

pp. 42-45


	
	
	River-

Monsoon-
	Urban planning-
	
	Plumbing-

	China 

(Shang and Zhou)

2000-1500 BCE

pp. 46-51


	
	Dynasty-

Ancestor worship-

Mandate of Heaven-

Feudalism-
	Rivers-

Loess-
	
	
	Porcelain-
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